
Relationship Building Cue Cards™
Parts of Restorative Circles

Circle Opening/Closing Option
1.	 Choose 1 card that will help transition participants into or out 

of the circle space. Try card # 18, 21, 22, 29, 32, 33, 40, or 51.
2.	 Read the prompt, respond to it, and then ask participants to 

do the same. You can pass around a Talking Piece or use the 
deck as a talking piece to signal who shares next.

Circle Introductions/Check-in Option
1.	 Choose 1 card from the deck that will allow participants to get 

to know one another on a deeper level or get a pulse on how 
everyone is doing coming into the circle.  Try card # 1, 4, 6, 8, 
9, 10, 12, 25, 33, 40, or 45.

2.	 Read the prompt, respond to it, and then ask participants to 
do the same. You can also place people into small groups or 
partners to respond to the prompt.
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Circle Icebreaker Option 1
1.	 Choose 1 card that will energize and loosen up participants.

Try card # 3, 7, 20, 34, or 49.
2.	 Read the prompt, respond to it, and then ask participants to 

do the same. You can pass around a Talking Piece or use the 
deck as a talking piece to signal who shares next.

Circle Icebreaker Option 2
1.	 Give everyone in the circle a different card from the deck.
2.	 Play music or ring a chime to signal people to find a partner. 

Ask each pair to read their card and respond to the prompt.
3.	 When the music starts again, signal participants to find a new 

partner.
4.	 Ask a reflection question for everyone to answer such as 

“What is one new think you learned about someone in class?”
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